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Amendment 

Amendments to the Claims : Please replace all prior versions and listings of claims with the 
following listing of claims. 

Listing of Claims: 

1. (Currently Amended) A method for issuing refunds for misprints of determining 
whothorto r e fond-postafi e- of the United States Posta l Serv i ce (USPS) mail pieces , comprising: 

generating, at a postage-issuing computer system, a unique postage indicium in 
response to receiving a request for a postage transaction, wherein the unique postage indicium 
contains a unique tracking identifier that provides a mail piece tracking capability within the 
United States Postal Service (USPS): 

storing information for [[a]] the postage transaction re l at i ng to a mai l p i oco in a 
database coupled to the postage-issuing computer system , wherein the information stored for 
the postage transaction informat i on co - m - p - r i sing a USPS includes the unique tracking [[ID]] 
identifier that provides the mail piece [[for]] tracking capability within the USPS and -a« a 
delivery status associated starts with the unique tracking identifier: 

retrieving the information stored for the postage transaction from the database in 
response to the postage-issuing computer system receiving a postage refund inquiry for a 
refund from the USPS, the refund being for the postage of the maiipioce transaction, wherein 
the information retrieved for the postage transaction from the database includes the delivery 
status associated with the unique tracking identifier; and 

refunding ■ r -e- t -Fi ev iftg the postage transaction i nform a t i on" fro m th -e- data base in r e sponse 
to th e postage refund i nquiry to determine whether to-r - ofund - th e -pe s togo-as s eGiatod with the 
postage refund inquiry, wherein the postage is refunded based on the delivery status 
associated with the unique USPS tracking I D contained withi - n - t - h e- r e triovod postage transa c t i on - 
informat i on identifier . 

2. (Cancelled) 
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3. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, further comprising displaying the 
information retrieved for the postage transaction informat i on from the database at the 
postage-issuing computer system in response to the refund inquiry for the postage transaction . 

4. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, further comprising: 

receiving confirmatory delivery status information associated with the unique tracking 
identifier [[ID]] from the USPS , wherein the confirmatory delivery status information indicates 
whether the USPS has delivered a mail piece carrying the unique tracking identifier ; and 

updating the delivery status associated with the unique tracking identifier in the 
database with the confirmatory delivery status information received from the USPS . 

5. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein the information stored for the 
postage transaction i nformation further comprises includes a postage transection date and the 
unique postage indicium for the postage transaction . 

6. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein the information stored for the 
postage transaction i nformation further comprises includes a postage transaction date, 
p o s t a g e -transaction a time, a destination zip code, a service class, a postage amount, ar+4 a 
mail piece weight , and the unique postage indicium for the postage transaction . 

7. (Cancelled) 

S. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein the post -age refund inquiry is 
received from an account administrator that operates a user interface at the postage-issuing 
computer system . 

9. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein the postage refund inquiry is 
received from an end user computer over a communications links connecting the end user 
computer with the postage-issuing computer system . 
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10-11. (Cancelled) 

12. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, further comprising wherein refunding the 
postage transaction based on the delivery status includes : 

refunding the postage transaction in response to determining that the delivery 
retrieved status associated with the unique tacking identifier indicates that the USPS has not 
delivered a mail piece carrying associated w i th the unique USPS tracking ID has bo - e f Hjel i vcrcd 
identifier ; and 

denying the p ostage refund inquiry in response to determining that the delivery status 
associated with the unique tacking identifier indicates that the USPS has delivered the mail 
piece carrying the unique tracking identifier . 

13. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, further comprising: 
a pp l ying the track i ng ID to a mai l piece; 

receiving confirmatory delivery status information associated with the unique tracking 
identifier from the USPS in response to the USPS processing a the mail piece through carrying 
the USPS unique tracking identifier and reading the unique tracking identifier carried on the 
mail piece; and 

reading the tracking ID on the - ma nl p i eecj-and 

updating the delivery status associated with the unique tracking identifier to indicate 
that the USPS has delivered the mail piece has boon delivered carrying the unique tracking 
identifier . 

14. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 13, further comprising not wherein 
refunding the postage transaction based on the delivery status includes: 

refunding the postage transaction in response to determining that the updated delivery 
status associated with the unique tacking identifier indicates that the USPS has not delivered 
the mail piece carrying the unique tracking identifier; and 
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denying the refund inquiry in response to determining that the updated delivery status 
associated with the unique tacking identifier indicates that the USPS has delivered the mail 
piece carrying the unique tracking identifier . 

15. (Currently Amended) A method for issuing refunds for misprints of refund i ng postage 
of the United States Postal Serv i ce (USPS) mail pieces, comprising: 

generating, at a postage-issuing computer system, a first unique postage indicium in 
response to receiving a first request for a first postage transaction, wherein the first unique 
postage indicium contains a first unique tracking identifier that provides a mail piece tracking 
capability within the United States Postal Service (USPS): 

storing information for a p l ura l ity of the first postage transactions transaction in a 
database coupled to the postage-issuing computer system, wherein the information stored for 
eaek the first postage transaction compris i ng a USPS includes the first unique tracking [[ID]] 
identifier that provides the mail piece [[for]] tracking capability within the posta l system USPS, 
a first date for the first postage transaction 4a*e, and a first delivery status associated with the 
4J£P5 first unique tracking fflb]] identifier ; 

generating, at the postage-issuing computer system, a second unique postage indicium 
in response to receiving a second request for a second postage transaction, wherein the 
second unique postage indicium contains a second unique tracking identifier that provides the 
mail piece tracking capability within the United States Postal Service (USPS); 

storing information for the second postage transaction in the database, wherein the 
information stored for the second postage transaction includes the second unique tracking 
identifier that provides the mail piece tracking capability within the USPS, a second date for the 
second postage transaction, and a second delivery status associated with the second unique 
tracking identifier; 

associating the information stored for the first postage transaction and the information 
stored for the second postage transaction with a user account at the postage-issuing computer 
system; 
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receiving a postage refund inquiry from tho user account, tho postage refund i nquiry 
requesting the refund from the USPS; 

retrieving the information stored for the first postage transaction information from the 
database in response to the postage -issuing computer system receiving a refund inquiry for the 
first postage transaction, wherein the information retrieved for the first postage transaction 
from the database includes the first delivery status associated with the first unique tracking 
identifier and the first date for the first postage transaction: and 

refunding the postage for a first postage transaction on l y if in response to determining 
that the first delivery status fen= associated with the first unique tracking identifier postage 
transact i on indicates that a moi l piece associated with the USPS tracking ID for tho f i rst postage 
transaction has not bee* delivered[[,]] a mail piece carrying the first unique tracking identifier 
and that the first date for the first postage transaction datcs - fo f is the same as the first and 
second date for the second postage transactions pro tho same transaction . 

16. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 15 ; 

wherein the information for each stored for the first postage transaction further 
includes compris es a first destination zip code, a first service class, m4 a first postage amount, 
and the first unique postage indicium for the first postage transaction : an4 

wherein the in formation stored for the second postage transaction further includes a 
second destination zip code, a second service class, a second postage amount, and the second 
unique postage indicium for the second postage transaction: and 

wherein the first postage transaction is refunded only [[if]] in response to further 
determining that the first destination zip eo4es code, the first service Masses class, and the first 
postage amounts amount for the first and second postage transaction are the same as the 
second de stination zip code, the second service class, and the second postage amount for the 
second postage transaction . 
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17. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 15, further comprising: 

receiving confirmatory delivery status information associated with one or more of the 
p l ural i ty of USPS first unique tracking identifier or the second unique identifier from the 
USPS, wherein the confirmatory delivery status information indicates whether the USPS has 
delivered the mail piece carrying the first unique trackinfi identifier or another mail piece 
carrying the second unique tracking identifier; and 

updating one or more of the first delivery status associated with the first unique 
tracking identifier or the second delivery status associated with the second unique tracking 
identifier plura l ity of status es in the database with the confirmatory delivery status 
information received from the USPS . 

IS. (Currently Amended) The method of claim [71711 15 , further comprising: 

receiving where i n tho confirmatory delivery status information associated with the first 

unique tracking identifier is received from the USPS in response to the USPS processing the 

mail piece carrying the first unique tracking identifier and reading the first unique tracking 

identifier carried on the mail piece; and 

updating the first delivery status associated with the first unique tracking identifier to 

indicate that the USPS has delivered the mail piece carrying the first unique tracking identifier , 

19. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 15, wherein the postag e refund inquiry is 
received from an account administrator that operates a user interface at the postage-issuing 
computer system . 

20. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 15, wherein the postage refund inquiry is 
received from an end user computer associated with the user account over a communications 
links connecting the end user computer with the postage-issuing computer system . 
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21. (Currently Amended) The method of claim [[15]] 18, further comprising: 
apply i ng - t - ho plural i ty of USPS tracking ID - s to a p l ura li ty of mail p i e e e sf 

receiving confirmatory delivery status information associated with the second unique 
identifier from the USPS in response to the USPS processing the plurality of another mail piece 
carrying pieces through the second unique tracking identifier and reading the second 
unique tracking identifier carried on the other mail piece ; and 

reading the USPS tracking ID on a mail piece; and 

updating the second delivery confirmatory status associated with the second unique 
tracking identifier i nformation to indicate that the USPS has plura l ity of mail p i eces have boon 
delivered the other mail piece carrying the second unique tracking identifier . 

22. (Currently Amended) The method of claim [[21]] 15, further comprising,: 

denying not refunding the postage refund inquiry in response to determining that the 
first delivery status associated with the first unique tracking identifier indicates that the USPS 
has delivered the mail piece carrying the first unique tracking identifier; and 

denying the refund inquiry in response to determining that the first date for the first 
postage transaction and the second date for the second postage transaction are different . 

23. (Currently Amended) A method of providing status for issuing refunds for misprints a 
plurality of mail pieces tracked by the United States Postal Service (USPS) and determ i n i ng 
whether to refund - postage , comprising: 

generating, at a postage-issuing computer system, a first unique postage indicium in 
response to receiving a first request for a first postage transaction, wherein the first unique 
postage indicium contains a first unique tracking identifier that provides a mail piece tracking 
capability within the United States Postal Service (USPS); 

storing information for a plurality of the first postage t r a nsact i ons transaction in a 
database coupled to the postage-issuing computer system, wherein the information stored for 
eaek the first postage transaction compr i sing a USPS includes the first unique tracking [[ID]] 
identifier that provides the mail piece [[for]] tracking capability within the USPS , a first date for 
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the first postage transaction, a first destination zip code for the first postage transaction, a first 
postage amount for the first postage transaction, and [[an]] a first delivery status associated 
states with the first unique tracking identifier; 

receiving conf i rmatory status inform a tion ■ from - t - fo e- USP - S; - 

updating the— p l ura l ity of stotusos in tho database with . the — sofffomotor-y status 
information; 

generating, at the postage-issuing computer system, a second unique postage indicium 
in response to receiving a second request for a second postage transaction, wherein the 
second unique postage indicium contains a second unique tracking identifier that provides the 
mail piece tracking capability within the United States Postal Service (USPS); 

storing information for the second postage transaction in the database, wherein the 
information stored for the second postage transaction includes the second unique tracking 
identifier that provides the mail piece tracking capability within the USPS, a second date for the 
second postage transaction, a second destination zip code for the second postage transaction, 
a second postage amount for the second postage transaction, and a second delivery status 
associated with the second unique tracking identifier; 

receiving a postage refund inquiry for a refund from tho USPS; 

searching the database for duplicative the information stored for the first postage 
transactions assoc i ated w i th transaction and the information stored for the second postage 
transaction in response to the postage-issuing computer system receiving a refund inquiry 
identifying one o f , wherein the first postage transaction or the second postage transaction; 

identifying the first postage transaction and the second postage transactions as 
duplicative postage transactions i nc l ude identical transaction dates in response to determining 
that the first date , the first destination zip codes code, and the first postage amounts amount 
for the first postage transaction are respectively identical to the second date, the second 
destination zip code, and the second postage amount for the second postage transaction; and 

refunding the postage transaction identified in assoc i ated with the postage refund 
inquiry in response to [[if]] the first delivery status fef and the second delivery status indicating 
that the USPS has delivered a mail piece carrying only one of the first unique tracking identifier 
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or the second unique tracking identifier associated with the duplicative postage transactions 
i Rd i eatos-thot a mail piece has boon de l ivered . 

24. (Currently Amended} The method of claim 23, further comprising associating the 
information stored for the first postage transaction and the information stored for the second 
postage transaction with a -p l ura l ity of one or more user accounts at the postage-issuing 
computer system , 

25. (Cancelled) 

26. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 23, 

wherein the information stored for the first for each postage transaction further 
comprises includes a first pest - ag<>t - Fa - FtsaGt - k)fl - datOy postage - 4ransad:io - ft time, de - st i n a t -i on - zip 
code, a first service class, postag e amount, a«4 a first mail piece weight , and the first unique 
postage indicium for the first postage transaction; and 

wherein the information stored for the second postage transaction further includes a 
second time, a second service class, a second mail piece weight, and the second unique 
postageNindicium for the second postage transaction . ' 

27. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 23, further comprising: 

receiving confirmatory delivery status information associated with applying the first 
unique p l ura l ity of USPS tracking identifier from the USPS in response to the USPS 
processing the a p l ura l ity of mail pieces piece carrying the first unique tracking identifier and 
reading the first unique tracking identifier carried on the mail piece ; 

updating p f OGe s Ging the plura l ity of mai l- p i ocosthrough first delivery status associated 
with the first unique tracking identifier to indicate that the USPS has delivered the mail piece 
carrying the first unique tracking identifier; 

receiving confirmatory delivery status information associated with the second unique 
identifier from the USPS in response to the USPS, processing another mail piece carrying the 
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second unique tracking identifier and reading the p l ural i ty of USPS second unique tracking J-B^s 
identifier carried on the p l uro l ity of other mail p t e e e s piece ; a-«4 

updating the conf i rmatory second delivery status information associated with the 
second unique tracking identifier to indicate that the USPS has plura l ity of mai l pieces have 
boon delivered the other mail piece carrying the second unique tracking identifier; and 

denying the refund inquiry in response to updating the first delivery status and the 
second delivery status to indicate that the USPS has delivered the mail piece carrying the first 
unique tracking identifier and the other mail piece carrying the second unique tracking 
identifier , 

28. (Currently Amended) A centralized postag e-i ssuing computer system for issuing 
refunds providing statue for misprints a pluro l ity of mail pieces tracked by the United-State s 
Posta l Service (US P S) and refund i ng postage , comprising: 
data process i ng circuitry; 

a database coupled to a postage-issuing computer system; 

a communications link connecting modulo, when oxcsut e d by the data process i ng 
circu i try^ configured for receiving confirmatory status informat i on from postage-issuing 
computer system with an end user computer; 

a master tracking computer system connected to the postage-issuing computer system 
through the communications link; and 

data processing circuitry that executes on the postage-issuing computer system, 
wherein executing the data processing circuitry on the postage-issuing computer system 
causes the postage-issuing computer system to: 

generate a plurality of unique postage indicia in response to receiving a plurality 

of requests for a plurality of postage transactions, wherein each of the plurality of 

unique postage indicia contain respective unique tracking identifiers that provide a mail 

piece tracking capability within the United States Postal Service (USPS): 

store 3 ' database managomont - modulo, when executed by the data process i ng 

circuitry, configured for stor i ng information for a the plurality of postage transactions in 
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a the database, wherein the information stored for each of the plurality of postage 
transactions includes the respective unique transaction comprising a USPS tracking -l£ 
identifiers that provide the mail piece tracking capability within the USPS and 
respective delivery statuses aft associated status, the database management module 
further conf i gured for updat i ng the status with confirmatory status i nformat i on the 
respective unique tracking identifiers ; 

retrieve the information stored for the plurality of postage transactions from the 
database in response to receiving a duplicative postage transaction inquiry; 

identify two or more of a f i ltering modulo, when executed -by - the data 
processing circuitry, conf i gured for se l ecting the plurality of postage transactions as 
duplicative postage transactions in response to determining that which the respective 
unique e fte or moro postage indicia and unique tracking identifiers for the duplicative 
postage transactions transact i on i tems are identical 7 -- and determining if any of the 
statuses for the se l ect e d postage transactions indicates that a mail pioco has boon 
delivered with one another: and 

determine where i n, if the f i lter modu l e determines that any of the respective 
unique postage indicia associated with one or more of de l ivery statuses for the 
duplicative selected postages transactions have not indicates that a mail piece has been 
used in response to de l ivered, the respective delivery statuses associated database 
management modu l e cred i ts a user account with the one or more duplicative [[a]] 
postage transactions indicating that refund from the USPS has not delivered a mail 
piece carrying the identical unique tracking identifier associated with the one or more 
duplicative postage transactions . 

29. (Currently Amended) The central i zed postage issuing computer - system of claim 28, 
wherein executing further compr i sing a status request modulo, when oxocuted -by the data 
processing circuitry , configured for generat i ng a on the postage-issuing computer system 
further causes the postage-issuing computer system to: 
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request for tho confirmatory delivery status info rmation y wherein associated with one 
or more of the respective unique tracking identifiers from communications modu l o i s further 
conf i gured fop - transmitting tho request to the master tracking computer system; 

receive the requested confirmatory delivery status information associated with the one 
or more respective unique tracking identifiers from the master tracking computer system, 
wherein the confirmatory delivery status information indicates whether the USPS has delivered 
one or more mail pieces carrying the one or more respective unique tracking identifiers; and 

updating the delivery statuses associated with the one or more respective unique 
tracking identifiers in the database with the confirmatory delivery status information received 
from the master tracking computer system . 

30. (Currently Amended) The corvt - ralized postage issuing computer system of ciaim 28, 
wherein executing the data processing circuitry on the postage-issuing computer system 
database- management-- mo - d - bde— i s further causes the postage-issuing computer system to 
associate configured for associat i ng the stored postage transaction information stored for the 
plurality of postage transactions with a plura li ty of one or more user accounts. 

31. (Currently Amended) The centralized -postage - issuing computer system of ciaim 28, 
wherein the information stored for each of the plurality of postage transactions transaction 
further includes respective dates and the respective unique postage indicia for each of the 
plurality of comprises a postage transaction date transactions . 

32. (Currently Amended) The centra l ized postage issu i ng - Gomp - b i tor system of ciaim 28, 
wherein the information stored for each of the plurality of postage transactions transact i on 
further comprises a ^ postage transaet -i on date includes respective dates , postage transaction 
#ff& respective times, respective destination zip code codes, respective service class classes, 
respective postage amount amounts, a**4 respective mail piece weight weights and the 
respective unique postage indicia for each of the plurality of postage transactions . 
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33. {Currently Amended) A method for issuing refunds for misprints of determ i n i ng 
whether issued postage has been used within the United States Postal Serv i ce (USPS) and 
refund i ng postag e mail pieces, comprising: 

generating, at a postage-issuing computer system, a plurality of unique postage indicia 
in response to receiving a plurality of requests for a plurality of postage transactions, wherein 
each of the plurality of unique postage indicia contain respective unique tracking identifiers 
that provide a mail piece tracking capability within the United States Postal Service (USPS); 

storing information for [[a]] the plurality of postage transactions in a database coupled 
to the postage-issuing computer system, wherein the information stored for each of the 
plurality of postage transactions includes the respective unique transaction-comprising -on e -ef 
more postage transact i on items, a USPS tracking ID for identifiers that provide the mail piece 
tracking capability within the USPS and [[an]] respective delivery statuses associated statu s 
with the respective unique tracking identifiers ; 

associating the postage transact i on i nformation with a user account; 

rece i ving an i nqu i ry for duplicative po sta ge ^ f a nsactions; 

retrieving the postage transact i on information stored for the plurality of postage 
transactions from the database in response to the postage-issuing computer system receiving a 
duplicative postage transaction inquiry ; 

identifying two or more of s e l ect i ng the plurality of postage transactions as duplicative 
postage transactions in response to determining that wfo4€b the respective unique on e or-mor e 
postage indicia and unique tracking identifiers for the duplicative postage transactions 
transaction items are identical with one another ; and 

determining that if any of the respective unique postage indicia associated with one or 
more of the duplicative postage transactions have not been used in response to the respective 
delivery statuses associated with fef the one or more duplicative sheeted postage transactions 
ind i cates indicating that the USPS has not delivered a mail piece has been d e i i v e red; and 

i ssuing a postage refund from carrying the identical unique tracking identifier 
associated with USPS if any of the statuses for the one or more duplicative selected postage 
transactions indicates that a mail piece has boon de l ivered . 
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34. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 33, further comprising displaying the 
selected information stored for the duplicative postage transactions [[to]] at the 4 J - SPS postage- 
issuing computer system in response to the duplicative postage transaction inquiry . 

35. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 33, further comprising determining that 
refunding the one or more duplicative issued postage transactions associated with the is 
unused unique if the any statuses for the se l ected postage transact i ons i nd i cates thot - a - ma ii 
piece has boon de l ivered indicia . 

36. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 33, further comprising displaying the 
postage transaction information stored for the se l ected plurality of postage transactions at the 
postage-issuing computer system in response to the duplicative postage transaction inquiry . 

37. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 33, wherein the information stored for each 
of the plurality of one or - me re postage transaction i tems comprises a postage transact i on dote 
transactions further includes respective dates, respective destination zip code codes, 
respective service el-ass classes, aftd- respective postage amount amounts, and the respective 
unique postage indicia for each of the plurality of postage transactions . 

38. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 33, further comprising: 

receiving confirmatory delivery status information associated with one or more of the 
respective unique tracking identifiers from the USPS, wherein the confirmatory delivery status 
information indicates whether the USPS has delivered one or more mail pieces carrying the one 
or more respective unique tracking identifiers; and 

updating the delivery statuses associated with the one or more respective unique 
tracking identifiers in the database with the confirmatory delivery status information. 



39. (Cancelled) 
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40. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 38, wherein the duplicative postage 
transaction inquiry is received from an account administrator that operates a user interface at 
the postage-issuing computer system , 

41. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 38, wherein the duplicative postage 
transaction inquiry is received from an end user computer over a communications links 
connecting the end user computer with the postage-issuing computer system . 

42. (Currently Amended) The method of claim [[38]] 33, further comprising: 
applying the p l ura l ity - of USPS tracking ID's to a p l ura li ty of mai l pioccs; 
pp e e e ss i Rg-t - h e- plurality of mail pieces through tho USPS; 

receiving confirmatory delivery status information associated with one or more of the 
respective unique tracking identifiers from the USPS in response to the USPS processing the 
one or more maii pieces carrying the one or more respective unique tracking identifiers and 
reading the one or more unique p l ura l ity of USPS tracking \&s identifiers carried on the 
plurality of respective mail pieces; and 

updating the respective delivery statuses associated with the one or more unique 
tracking identifiers confir - matery statue i nformat i on to indicate that the USPS has delivered the 
respective p l ura l ity of maii pieces have boon - do J w e r - e4 carrying the one or more unique 
tracking identifiers . 

43. (Cancelled) 

44. (Currently Amended) The A— centra l ized — postage issuing compute* system fef 
determining whether i ssued postage has boon used within the United States Postal Service 
(USPS) of claim 28, comprising: 

data process i ng circu i try; 
a database; 
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a commun i cat i ons modu l o, when executed by the data processing c i rcu i try, configured 
for receiv i ng an i nquiry for dup l icat i ve postage transactions; and 

a database ' management modu l e, when executed by the data processing circuitry, 
eonf i gured for storing i nformation for a plurality of postage transactions in a - database, the 
information for each postage transaction compris i ng one or more tronsaction -i tems, a USPS 
t r a ck i ng I D for track i ng capability w i thi n- the postal system and an assoc i ated -- status, the 
databa se- managem e nt - modulo further configured for assoc i ating the postage transaction 
information with a user account; and 

a filtering module, when executed by the data processing circuitry, configured f - o f 
se l ect i ng the postage transactions i n which the one or more postage transact i on items arc- 
identical, and determin i ng if any - of the statuses for the selected postage transact i ons i ndicates 
that a maU - pi e ee has been de l ivered 

wherein executing the data processing circuitry on the postage-issuing computer 
system further causes the postage-issuing computer system database management modu l o is 
configured to credit a usor account with a postage refund from the USPS if the f i lter modulo 
determines that any of the statuses for th e- selectcd postages transactions indicates that a mai l 
piece has boon de l ivered, - and the f il tering modu l o is conf i gured to filter out [[a]] the refunded 
postage transactions from the sc l GC - te4 duplicative postage transactions so that to prevent the 
r ef unded filtered postage transactions from receiving transact i on is not refunded multiple 
times refunds . 

45. {Currently Amended) The centralized postage issuing computer system of claim [[44]] 
28, wherein executing the data processing circuitry on the postage-issuing computer system 
filt e ring modu l e is further causes the postage-issuing computer system to refund the one or 
more duplicative configured for determining that issued postage transactions associated with 
the is unused unique i f the any - statusos for the se l ected pqstage transactions i ndicates that a 
ma il piece has boon delivered indicia . 

46-47. (Cancelled) 
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48. (Currently Amended) A The method of cla i m 1 for issuing refunds for misprints of mail 
pieces , faffe h e-F comprising: 

generating, at a postage-issuing computer system, a unique postage indicium in 
response to receiving a request for a postage transaction, wherein the unique postage indicium 
contains a unique tracking identifier that provides a mail piece tracking capability within the 
United States Postal Service (USPS); 

retrieving information stored for the postage transaction from a database coupled to 
the postage-issuing computer system in response to the postage-issuing computer system 
receiving a refund inquiry for the postage transaction is refunded , wherein the information 
retrieved for the postage transaction from the database includes a delivery status associated 
with the unique tracking identifier that provides the mail piece tracking capability within the 
United States Postal Service (USPS): 

refunding the postage transaction in response to the delivery status indicating that the 
USPS has not delivered a mail piece carrying the unique tracking identifier; 

checking for a change in the delivery status associated with the unique tracking 
identifier in response to refunding the postage transaction, wherein the postage-issuing 
computer system checks for the change in the delivery status during a period of time after the 
fefcm4 postage transaction has been refunded : and 

i f the status changes within the period of time, forwarding an alert to the USPS |n 
response to the delivery status associated with the unique tracking identifier changing during 
the period of time after the postage transaction has been refunded . 

49-54. (Cancelled) 

55. (Currently Amended) The method of claim [fill 48, wherein comprising: 

determ i n i ng that the period of time comprises re tr i eved status i ndicates that a matt 
pioco associated w i th the USPS tracking I D ' has not been de li ver - e 4 a predetermined number of 
days . 
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56, (Currently Amended) The method claim [[55]] 48, wherein - farther comprising issuing 
the postage refund aft e r the determination has boon made period of time comprises a 
predetermined number of months. ■ 
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